Jack Lindsay in England. 2 As Terry Irving points out, Australia has a rich tradition going back to the 1880s of labour movement activists variously writing, editing, publishing, public speaking and so on, giving voice to the "values of co-operation, solidarity, popular democracy, and militancy", working towards and creating "a radical labour public". While some of these activists are known because they also complied with the conventions of the ruling culture of the time, most are not. 3 The main attention in this paper is Australia itself, particularly during the Cold War, and we will turn to the journalists and writers who gave the literature of the Communist Party of Australia (CPA) its great strength. 4 A focus is upon one of the most prolific speechmakers, pamphleteers and writers, Rupert Lockwood. First, however, there is some necessary historical context.
The Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
Marx and Engels had found audiences in Australia since the early 1870s. To get an idea of the significance of this peak membership, some comparison is relevant. Since 1945, the population of Australia has more than trebled. While
Australian political parties are coy about revealing their membership numbers, at the time of writing (December 2015), the major party in the conservative coalition governing Australia, the Liberal Party, claimed a membership of 80000, though research suggests that in reality no Australian political party has more than 50000 members. Accepting the higher figure, and factoring in the huge population increase since 1945, on a per capita basis the CPA at its peak must be considered a significant political formation in terms of membership size. Further, contemporary membership of the major political parties in Australia only require from members the paying of dues, whereas throughout the life of the CPA, membership also involved being active cadres, to which end appropriate education and training was provided. 8 According to Gollan, writing specifically about the peak period of CPA membership, 'the members of the party were much more active in political matters than is usual for members of political parties. Second, a high proportion of the members occupied key positions, or were influential in other organisations, in particular the trade unions'. 9 In many ways, the party throughout its history, hit above its weight. Some of the pamphlets published by Current Book Distributors company are actually short books -indeed, at times the words pamphlet or book could be used interchangeably. As already suggested, much of the pamphleteering focuses upon the struggle for peace in the Cold war period. Thus Jack Blake, a rising figure in the Party, noted early in the Cold War 'All the daily newspapers are loudly beating the drum of war'. There followed a polemic that signalled the radical critique developed (arguably in more sophisticated fashion) in the Sixties: 'The war being planned by the wall Street dollar kings is a reactionary war for profit and loot -it is a war for the suppression of workers and Socialism. It is a war to establish the world domination of these same Yankee dollar kings.' 21 As another pamphlet pointed out, the spread of war abroad meant, of course, a contraction of democracy at home.
Repressive legislation at both state and federal level has been 'facilitating the growth of fascism'. 22 Thus the groundwork for 1960s radicalism, especially the struggle against the American war in Vietnam, was being laid by the CPA during the early Cold War.
Why They Were Communists
By 1951, the program of the CPA explicitly acknowledged that 'The struggle to maintain peace is the most pressing task of the present time…'. 23 The Soviet Union, it argued, 'has consistently fought for peace' 24 whereas US imperialism has 'ringed the world with air and naval bases and have troops stationed in many countries' and Australia had become a U.S. war base. 25 The more things change! Yet war and peace were hardly the only issues of concern. Aboriginal justice was paramount, as it had been for many years. 26 The commitment to a 'People's Government for Peace' signalled another concern reflected in many pamphlets -advocacy of public ownership or the question of who owns and controls Australia. 27 This also related to trade union concerns with the rights of workers. The 1949 Miners' Strike, effectively lead by CPA dominated unions and eventually crushed by a Chifley (Labor) government that brought the army in to break the strike, was perceived as pivotal. Jack Blake argued, for example, that the strike was 'a great turning point in Australian post-war history' in which the CPA emerged as the only Party capable of organising the working class and that it had exposed the true character of Labor Governments. 28 One of the most important pamphlets in the post-war period was Katharine that it become a daily paper and pointed to the paradox that once the Party began selling it through newsagents contact with the working class had dropped away. 56 There was a general belief in the importance of Tribune and the communist Press generally to the projects of peace and workers' emancipation. 57 And it is certainly the case that Tribune had a talented group of professionally trained journalists over its many years. One key person in the paper's life at this time and beyond is Rupert The Trade Union Press
The employment of communist journalists in editorial capacities in the trade union press was a way in which the party extended its influence during the Cold War, the most significant of these publications Common Cause (Miners' Federation), the Seamen's Journal (Seamen's Union of Australia), the Maritime Worker (Waterside Workers Federation-WWF). 65 These three unions had communist leaderships, and represented work forces that were strategically placed in the economy and had considerable industrial muscle. These unions were the target of vociferous antiunion media attention during the Cold War, and extensive overt and covert government initiatives to variously limit, penalise, even outlaw, their activities. 66 While communist edited trade union publications did publicise and promote the CPA, its policies and positions on issues, and its causes, they also reflected the issues, causes, and cultures of the workforces that were their respective readerships.
The and if non-party members were present, offering recruitment opportunities.
Lockwood was a sought after guest on this circuit. 71 Lockwood's pamphlets were produced in runs of between 5,000-20,000
copies, in booklet form of about 4,000 words in length. How many he produced in his time with the party, Lockwood could not recall when interviewed by historians, but claimed huge productivity, for example turning out pamphlets 'almost by the dozen' in support of the Soviet Union during the war. What should be noted about pamphlets as literature, and CPA pamphlets in particular, is that they were produced for a utilitarian political/educative purpose, on cheap paper-stock, with 'literary survival' and matters relating to posterity not the concerns of either the creator or the publisher. The important thing was communication, and for many working people in Australia during the late nineteenth and through much of the twentieth, pamphlets, booklets, the working class press, oratory, were all founts for their intellectual development and their understanding of the world. 72 There are at least eighteen surviving titles directly attributable to Lockwood; if collected, these would comprise a book-length manuscript. 73 Lockwood's titles range from the virulent anti-Japan war propaganda of Japan's Heart of Wood Asia. 75 Undeservedly, this text has largely gone unnoticed. According to North
American historian Bruce C Daniels it is a 'prophetic' book, ahead of its times, and is a pioneering work of political economy, manifesting an interest and a theme that scholars and analysts would take up a decade later, generating a 'chorus of books' in the process. to face the future independent from increasing subservience to the US. 80 In researching, writing and publishing 'history' in the communist press, Lockwood was part of an Australian tradition described by radical historian Terry Irving, of historians 'embedded in labour movement institutions', their significant work variously challenging imperial, white dominated, ruling class histories, their accounts 'scarcely recognised' in the academy, their work often anticipating/predating themes and issues that are regarded as originating later in the academy. 81 Lockwood was, in short, an exemplary figure within Australian communism and one who, along with others like Katharine Susannah Prichard, embodied a tradition of dissent, advocacy and activism that enriched the political and cultural life of the Australian nation. Along with many others, they brought to the fore questions of peace, social justice, racial equality and national identity. Through the Realist Writers group, the Australasian Book Society, Tribune, Communist Review and, briefly, Overland, they were able to establish a distinctively Australian
Communism. Added to this, the pamphlets produced by Current Book Distributors and other publishers enriched a leftist political community in the Cold War period.
The enormous productivity of the CPA in culture as well as politics shines a frequently obscured light on a vital aspect of Australian life.
